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Canada's Minister of Justice and Attorney General David Lametti speaks in Parliament during question period in Ottawa on March 
28. PHOTO BY PATRICK DOYLE/REUTERS 


“And let me tell you, the West will not forget.” 


That’s a quote from a western Canadian who, speaking to a Toronto newspaper shortly after Alberta and 
Saskatchewan joined Confederation in 1905, lamented that, “The people of the West will never rest until 
they get provincial autonomy on the same terms as the older provinces. We want control of our own 
timber, of our own minerals, of our own lands.” More prescient words had not been uttered since the death 
of Nostradamus. 


At the time, the lengthy debate in Parliament over how to carve Alberta and Saskatchewan out of the 
North-West Territories, lest a single mega-province become too powerful, mainly centred on education 


rights — namely, whether schools should be church-run or secularized. 


But the federal government also chose to retain control over natural resources in the newly created 
provinces, ensuring they had fewer rights than the original members of Confederation. This proved a 
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constant source of tension, especially since Ottawa was supposed to compensate them for the lost 
resource revenue, but ended up keeping much of the money for itself. 


The issue was seemingly put to rest after the provinces negotiated natural resource transfer agreements 
with the federal government. Those rights were enshrined in the Constitution with the passage of the 
British North America Act, 1930, which was designed to place the western provinces “in a position of 
equality with the other provinces of Confederation with respect to the administration and control of 
(their) natural resources.” 
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But the West never forgot. 


On April 5, David Lametti, the minister of justice and attorney general, addressed the Assembly of First 
Nations’ special chiefs assembly in Ottawa, where two of the attending chiefs inquired about the natural 
resources transfer acts. 


“Those resources were given to provinces without ever asking one Indian if it was OK to do that or what 
benefits would the First Nations expect to receive by Canada consenting to that arrangement,” said 
Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte Chief Donald Maracle. 


“Rescind the act, the natural resources transfer act,” said Brian Hardlotte, grand chief of the Prince Albert 
Grand Council. “That’s what we’re asking you, minister.” To which Lametti responded by committing to 
“looking at that.” 


A news story about the exchange ran online in a small Indigenous newspaper on April 6. A full four days 
later, Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe published a statement on Twitter claiming that, “The federal 
Justice Minister says he will look at taking control over natural resources away from the provinces,” which 
constitutes a “threat to the unity of our country.” 


An hour later, Alberta Premier Danielle Smith tweeted that she had “just received word that the Federal 
Justice Minister may attempt to rescind the 1930 Natural Resources Transfer Agreement with the prairie 
provinces,” and called on “the Prime Minister to immediately have his Justice Minister retract and 
apologize for these comments.” (The premier of Manitoba and federal Opposition leader later chimed in, 
as well.) 
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What Lametti actually said was: “I take — from Chief Brian, also from Chief Don Maracle — the point 
about the natural resources transfer agreement.... You’re on the record for that. I obviously can’t 
pronounce on that right now, but I do commit to looking at that. It won’t be uncontroversial, is the only 
thing I would say, with a bit of a smile.” 


For anyone who has spent any length of time listening to politicos, it’s clear that statement is politicese 
for, “I’m not going to take any action, but of course I would never say so out loud.” 


Had premiers Smith and Moe actually bothered to listen to what the minister said, they surely would have 
known that. It should also be apparent that rescinding the natural resource agreements would not be as 
simple as repealing an act of Parliament, since they are enshrined in the Constitution, a document that 
was made far more difficult to amend following its patriation in 1982. 


Twitter, of course, is not exactly known as a forum for making reasoned arguments based on well- 
researched opinions. It’s a digital arena in which slightly evolved monkeys fling excrement at one another 
and pretend as though they’re active members of a 21st-century version of ancient Greece’s public square. 
I wish I could say I expect more from our elected officials, but that would be disingenuous. 


The premiers’ over-the-top reactions were at least in keeping with the political personas they’ve been 
trying to cultivate, with both taking steps to at least appear to be defending their provinces from federal 
over-reach. But pretending to be fighting a federal government that would, or even could, attempt to 
remove the Prairie provinces’ constitutional rights does nothing to further the cause of provincial 
autonomy. 


Nor should First Nations leaders fool themselves into thinking that repealing the natural resource 
agreements would put them in a better situation. The agreements explicitly state that Native reserves will 
continue to be administered by the federal government and the duty to consult with Indigenous peoples is 
now a constitutional necessity. 


In fact, First Nations now have a greater ability to gain a financial interest in, and profit off of, resource 
developments within their territories and pipelines that run across their lands than ever before. 


RECOMMENDED FROM EDITORIAL 


Last year, 39 First Nations in Alberta and British Columbia became part owners of oil and gas pipelines. TC 
Energy signed agreements with 20 First Nations to build the Coastal GasLink Pipeline and has given many 
of them the option to purchase a stake in the line. 
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Indigenous workers are employed in the energy sector at nearly double the rate as the rest of the economy. 
Oil and gas companies have spent billions purchasing goods and services from First Nations businesses. 
And the federal government has collected more than $1 billion from oil and gas agreements on behalf of 
Indigenous communities over the past five years. 


The only things preventing First Nations from further profiting off their natural resources is opposition 
within their own communities, as we saw during the railway blockades of 2020, and the federal Liberals’ 
war on fossil fuels, which has made Canada a less attractive place to invest and made it virtually 
impossible to develop new oil and gas or pipeline projects. 


A century ago, Ottawa was all-too-happy exploiting the West’s bountiful resources while ensuring the 
region would never become strong enough to challenge the power base in Central Canada. Today, the 
federal government has no qualms about ensuring those same resources benefit no one, to further its 
ideological climate objectives. 

As was the case in 1905, the real threat to western prosperity is the centralized government in Ottawa. It 
would be far more useful for the governments of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Prairie First Nations to find 
ways to work together to assert their right to use their resources to create economic prosperity and a 
better future for their people. 

National Post 


jkline@postmedia.com 


Twitter.com/accessd 


QOQ: 
Get the latest from Jesse Kline straight to your inbox Sign Up > 


COMMENTS 


You must be logged in to join the discussion or read more comments. 


https://nationalpost.com/opinion/liberals-are-the-threat-not-the-solution-to-indigenous-resource-prosperity 5/10 


9/19/24, 2:51 PM Liberals are the threat to Indigenous resource prosperity | National Post 


Create an Account 


@ JOIN THE CONVERSATION 


Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion. Please keep comments 
relevant and respectful. Comments may take up to an hour to appear on the site. You will receive an email 
if there is a reply to your comment, an update to a thread you follow or if a user you follow comments. 
Visit our Community Guidelines for more information. 


https://nationalpost.com/opinion/liberals-are-the-threat-not-the-solution-to-indigenous-resource-prosperity 6/10 


9/19/24, 2:51 PM Liberals are the threat to Indigenous resource prosperity | National Post 


LATEST FROM SHOPPING ESSENTIALS 


https://nationalpost.com/opinion/liberals-are-the-threat-not-the-solution-to-indigenous-resource-prosperity 7/10 


9/19/24, 2:51 PM Liberals are the threat to Indigenous resource prosperity | National Post 
Best new gear added to lululemon’s 'We Made Too Much' lululemon sale 
section 
Reliable styles at can't-miss prices 


3 hours ago 
SHOPPING ESSENTIALS 


The best Amazon deals in Canada right now Amazon Canada Weekly deals 


Take advantage of these Amazon Canada deals before 
they're gone 


7 hours ago 
SHOPPING ESSENTIALS 


Miracle Laundry Sheets review: Simple, effective, and eco- e-miracle laundry sheets review 
friendly 


These laundry sheets helped me cut plastic waste and turn 
laundry day around 


8 hours ago 
SHOPPING ESSENTIALS 


Booking.com review: Booking every element of my vacation in Enjoying Cerritos Surf Residences 


one platform outside of Todos Santos, Mexico. 


The site offers flights, car rentals, accommodations and 
activities 


1 day ago 
TRAVEL GUIDE 


https://nationalpost.com/opinion/liberals-are-the-threat-not-the-solution-to-indigenous-resource-prosperity 8/10 


9/19/24, 2:51 PM 


Liberals are the threat to Indigenous resource prosperity | National Post 


Canadian concert tours: Hottest tickets in 2024 This week in top trending 


Sabrina Carpenter, Childish Gambino, Cigarettes After Sex entertainment events in Canada. 


and Charli XCX, are on sale now 


1 day ago 


ENTERTAINMENT & HOBBIES 


Subscribe for $1.25/week 


Canada World Financial Post NP Comment Longreads Puzzmo Life 


[NP] Newsletters 
Epaper Manage Print Subscription Subscribe 


Manage Account 


My Account 


Manage My Print Subscription 


Manage My Tax Receipt 


ePaper 


Contact Us 


Advertise 

Advertise With Us 
Appointment Notice 
Content Works 
Partnerships 


Resources 


Postmedia Network 
Financial Post 


Canada.com 


Classified 
Remembering 
Celebrating 

Classifieds Marketplace 
Careers 

Coupons 

Post a Classified ad 


Local Directory 


Sales 


About Us 


Canoe.com 


Driving.ca 


https://nationalpost.com/opinion/liberals-are-the-threat-not-the-solution-to-indigenous-resource-prosperity 


Shopping 


9/10 


9/19/24, 2:51 PM 
The GrowthOp 


Winnipeg Sun 

The London Free Press 
Regina Leader-Post 
Saskatoon StarPhoenix 
Windsor Star 

Ottawa Citizen 


The Province 


Follow us 


Give us some feedback! 


365 Bloor Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 3L4 


© 2024 National Post, a division of Postmedia Network Inc. All rights reserved. Unauthorized distribution, transmission or republication 


strictly prohibited. 


Privacy - Updated Terms 


Liberals are the threat to Indigenous resource prosperity | National Post 


Vancouver Sun 
Edmonton Journal 
Calgary Herald 
Montreal Gazette 
Toronto Sun 
Ottawa Sun 
Calgary Sun 


Edmonton Sun 


Digital Ad Registry FAQ Sitemap 


https://nationalpost.com/opinion/liberals-are-the-threat-not-the-solution-to-indigenous-resource-prosperity 


Contact us 


10/10 


